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faith that this extreme severity was necessary, under the
supposed emergency of the circumstances. His conduct was, as
might be expected, immediately called into question; and the
Government of the Panjafy though disapproving this action;
nevertheless thought that under the circumstances it need not
be visited by more than severe censure. The Government of
India however, after full consideration, held that the execution
was not justifiable on the* ground of emergent circumstances
which had actually ceased when it took place, the insurrection
having been just suppressed; that good faith could not be
pleaded as an excuse for an indiscriminate and unlawful execu-
tion ; that the moral effect of such proceedings upon the country
would be bad, unless an example were set; and that the officer
must be removed from the service of the Government.

Lord Northbrook arrived at Calcutta in May, 1872, and
assumed the office of Viceroy and Governor-General. He pos-
sessed a greater knowledge of finance, and the several subjects
cognate to it, than any Governor-General who ever landed in
India. The financial policy which he adopted, so far as it affected
the budget of the following year, has been explained in chapter
XV. The remission of the income-tax brought to his Govern-
ment much popular approval among the European community
and the middle as well as the upper classes of the Natives.
After sojourning for a brief time at Simla, he proceeded on a
voyage down the Indus, holding on the way a reception at
Multan for the Native chiefs of the Derajat or southern Trans-
Indus territory. In Sind he met the Khan of Khelat and
settled many political affairs with that chief. From Karachi
he went by sea to Bombay, and there held with due ceremony
a Iev6e for the princes and chiefs of western and central India.

Major Evelyn Baring, E.A., as Private Secretary to the
Governor-General, displayed an ability equal to that of his most
distinguished predecessors in this important office. He after-
wards filled a difficult post in Egypt, and then became Finance
Minister of India.

In legislative business there was a slight lull for a time, as Sir
James Fitzjames Stephen, already mentioned in chapter XVI.,